Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS)

First introduced in 1984, the Capital Assistance Scheme (CAS) has generally been used by housing associations who provide accommodation in the form of one and two bedroom units/houses for those with specialist housing needs such as the elderly, disabled or homeless. It can also be used to fund general needs housing, though this is relatively rare. 

The Capital Assistance Scheme now provides 95% funding towards the capital (building) costs of a project subject to maximum limits. 
The types of accommodation provided under the capital funding schemes can be categorised as follows:
Category I: 1 or 2 person self contained or non-self contained dwellings 
Category II: Family type self contained dwelling for 3 persons or more
Allocations under the Capital Assistance Scheme
Housing associations allocate tenancies in consultation with the local authorities based on the following criteria:

· Up to 75% of the tenancy allocations can be made to persons who are eligible for local authority housing, of which local authorities can nominate up to 25%. 

·  25% of tenancy allocations are made at the discretion of the housing association. This can allow flexibility within a housing project in order to accommodate those persons who may not qualify for the local authority waiting list but would be in need of housing. 

What Rents Apply?
In determining rents under this scheme, voluntary housing associations should take into account the cost of providing and maintaining the dwellings and ensure that rents are affordable.
Tenants of housing associations on low incomes are eligible to apply for help with their rent under the Rental Accommodation Scheme. More information on this scheme and eligibility criteria are available from your local Community Welfare Officer (CWO). At present, the maximum rent allowance is €55.00 per week for tenants of a one-bed unit and €60 for tenants of a two bed unit. Tenants under the CAS who are eligible for rent supplement pay a minimum contribution towards their rent which is currently €24 per week with effect from 1st June 2009

